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A few weeks ago, I took a call for a
corporate event, and I found myself
schlepping gear that looked like it
could have been around when I start-
ed my career about 130 years ago. It
wasn’t quite knob-and-tube wiring or a
GE Talaria projector (www.bit.ly/talaria-
proj), but most of it certainly wasn’t
2017 state-of-the-art technology
either. The next day, I took some anti-
dote by getting on a plane and flying
to Las Vegas for the National
Association of Broadcasters (NAB)
show. It was almost like riding a time
machine into the future of video tech-
nology.
I missed it last year, due to illness,

so I had some catching up to do. If
you ask me what my favorite product
was, I’d have to say it was probably
the AutoGyro Cavalon Pro gyroplane
with a DynaX5 camera gimbal
(www.bit.ly/funryde). There were lots of
camera drones, and they were impres-
sive, but they can’t carry you and a
pilot at a maximum speed of 165 kilo-
meters per hour. The PRO version fea-
tures a camera gimbal with stabiliza-
tion, 360° continuous pan, 210° tilt,
and ±45° roll. It’s sleek and looks like a
lot of fun.
Along the same lines, another

favorite was the Motion Impossible
Mantis remote camera dolly
(www.bit.ly/mantis-dolly). It has the
appeal of a giant remote-control vehi-
cle with the practicality of a camera
platform. It has several options, like
the V-Con vertical axis stabilizer, V-

Con XL telescoping camera stabilizer,
and 360° Evo camera stabilizer. 
If those are all beyond your budget,

you might like the Rushworks.tv PTZ
Universal PanTilt head. It’s basically a
moving yoke fixture, but instead of a
light, it has a camera mounted where
the light would normally go. It allows
you to control pan, tilt, zoom, iris, and
focus using DMX, which means you
can control it on the fly or you can pre-
program your camera movements
using a lighting console. There are two

models. Model 1 works with smaller
cameras, including the Blackmagic
Micro Studio Camera 4K, AJA
RovoCam, Canon XA35, and similar
sized cameras that support analog
remote, LANC, or VISCA control proto-
cols. Model 2 is for bigger and heavier
cameras, like the Blackmagic Ursa
Mini, RED, ARRI, and DSLR-style
camera bodies. Both offer 360° pan
and 90° tilt, SDI in and out, HDMI out,
DMX in and out, VISCA in and out,
2.5mm LANC connector, 2.5mm and
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The AutoGyro CavalonPRO gyroplane has a DynaX5 camera gimbal attachment with
remote control.
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3.5mm Panasonic Remote connectors,
RS-232 to cameras, 12VDC power
connector for the camera, and more.
All of those are fun, shiny objects

that I may or may not ever get to use,
but in the category of products at NAB
that I actually have a chance of getting
to use, I like the Bose SoundComm

B30 headset with active noise cancel-
lation. It looks like a regular headset
and when I first put it on, it performed
like every other intercom I’ve ever
worn. But when the Bose rep pressed
the noise-cancellation button, it was
as if we had been transformed into our
own world miles from the noisy trade
show floor. It was so quiet you could
hear a whisper. The closed-ear design
and active noise cancellation com-
bines to make communication clear
and intelligible, and I can’t wait to try it
in a real live event.
Although it may not be as sexy as a

gyroplane, the Chimera Active Diffusion
was also very impressive. It’s a variable
diffusion panel that can be controlled
via DMX or using the handheld con-
troller, and it goes from very light to
heavy diffusion. It’s still in the prototype
stage, but, when it becomes available,
it could change how you light your
shots. Not only will you be able to
change the intensity, zoom, and color
temperature of your average LED lumi-

Rushworks.tv PTZ Universal PanTilt head is basically a moving yoke with a camera mount
that allows you to control pan, tilt, zoom, iris, and focus using DMX.
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naire, you’ll soon be able to set up an
active diffusion panel and continually
adjust the level of diffusion to your lik-
ing without changing gels. 
The active diffusion panel will go

well with the ARRI SkyPanel. The LED
soft light was launched in 2015 and it
has already made waves in the indus-
try. It’s seemingly everywhere. The lat-
est news from ARRI is that it has
released a free software update that
adds many new features, including 12
effects, 46 pre-programmed color
temperatures that match various light
sources, a high-speed mode that has
been tested up to 25,000 FPS and
down to a 2° shutter angle, sACN,
DMX-selectable color presets, calibrat-
ed RGBW color selection, web brows-
er configuration, and more. The effects
alone are enough to motivate the aver-
age user to take advantage of the free
upgrade, and everything else is icing
on the sweet, sweet cake. Those
effects include fire, fireworks, TV,
strobing, candle, paparazzi, police car,

lightning, passing clouds, color chas-
es, pulsing, and club lights. It used to
take a lot of equipment and time to
program these effects, and now

they’re available with the press of a
few buttons, as are all of the other
parameters like color temperature,
green-magenta balance, and intensity.

Black OnyX LED displays from ROE Visual can form a seamless 90° corner with special
45° corner panels.
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The addition of sACN corresponds
with the word I’m getting on the street
that many lighting pros are switching
to using sACN because it seems to be
more stable and easier to use.
On the display side, there were lots

of LED displays with incredibly small
pixel pitch, and one that caught my
eye was the Black OnyX from ROE
Visual. What was eye-catching about it
was its ability to form a seamless 90°
corner with special 45° corner panels.
If there is another display that can do
it, I’ve never seen it before. The Black

OnyX is available with a pixel pitch of
3.47mm or 2.84mm with brightness of
1,500 nits or 1,800 nits, respectively.
Both have a contrast ratio of 5000:1
contrast ratio and feature a magne-
sium alloy frame. The Black Pearl LED
panels have the same seamless 90°
corner option with higher refresh rates
and the same or larger pixel pitch.
There are lots of other new prod-

ucts that I would love to use on a
show, but the ones that put lust in my
heart were the computers, graphics
cards, and computer hardware, like

the AMD Ryzen processor, which has
been getting rave reviews in the press,
Radeon Pro SSG (solid-state graph-
ics), and the Glyph Blackbox Plus 4TB
SSD. 
I may not be able to buy a gyro-

plane, but a new motherboard, graph-
ics card, and even more storage may
be in my future. In the meanwhile, I’ll
see about getting some demo gear to
write more in depth about some of
these products. I wonder if they’ll send
me a gyroplane for a product review?
Until then, it’s back to reality and on to
the next show. Does anybody have a
floppy drive I can borrow?

Chimera’s Active Diffusion variable diffu-
sion panel goes from very light diffusion to
heavy diffusion, and it can be controlled
via DMX or with a handheld controller.

The AMD Ryzen processor is getting rave
reviews in the press for its ability to render
graphics quickly.
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